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Acacia Plateau
forage kikuyu

The lateral spreading kikuyu 
for lateral thinking producers

FEATURES  BENEFITS

Rapid lateral spread
Can achieve pasture coverage 
faster. Enables lower cost seeding 
of kikuyu.

Greater cold 
tolerance

Can establish under cooler 
temperatures.  
Can establish in autumn with 
temperate grasses.  
Will produce greater winter feed 
yields.

Broad seed 
germination period

Can handle staggered moisture 
profile.

Improved feed 
quality over Whittet

Can deliver higher meat and milk 
returns from a similar cost.

GENERAL FIT

Acacia Plateau is a fast establishing forage kikuyu with improved cold tolerance and rapid lateral 
spreading ability. 

It was selected from plants growing at Acacia Plateau at the top of the Clarence River catchment close 
to the NSW/QLD border some 1000m above sea level.

This has led to a new variety with an ability to establish and grow under cooler temperatures, yet cover 
over rapidly.

As an excellent seeder it can produce lower cost seed enabling growers to sow kikuyu at more successful 
higher sowing rates at a similar cost per ha.

AUSTRALIAN 
RELEASE 2013

SOWING RATE
Sole grass 5-10kg/ha bare seed

In mixes with other grasses – minimum 5kg/ha

LIVESTOCK 
SUITABILITY

Acacia Plateau is suited to all livestock categories including dairy, beef, sheep, and horses. It is well suited 
to silage production.

Acacia Plateau (left) and Whittet (right) Acacia Plateau fast lateral spread

The lateral spreading kikuyu for 
lateral thinking producers

Establishment
Acacia Plateau can be sown in the warmer months with 
adequate moisture. This will usually be from November to April 
in northern summer rainfall or irrigation regions. It is best sown 
from  February to April in cooler climate coastal winter rainfall 
regions.

Ideally it should be sown with Starter fertiliser and mixes should 
include white and/or red clover. SF Punter chicory can also 
be included in the mix if broadleaf weeds are under control, 
otherwise it can be broadcast later.

Management
Once plants have established, a top-dressing of nitrogen will 
speed up establishment and improve winter feed production.

In subsequent years Acacia Plateau will respond well to 
Gibberellic acid in winter. The resultant extra winter production 
must be balanced with extra fertiliser in spring to cover the 
nutrient transfer from the meat or milk production removed 
from the paddock.

Oversowing Acacia Plateau
Once established, winter production of Acacia Plateau can be 
increased by over-sowing or mulch planting SF Pacer leafy 
turnip and/or SF Speedyl annual or SF Accelerate italian ryegrass 
in autumn. SF Pacer is the fastest winter growing feed option 
and can be established from February with adequate moisture. 
Ryegrass should be delayed until soil temperatures drop usually 
from mid-March and SF Pacer can be included at this time as 
well.

To improve summer quality of the kikuyu sward, it is 
recommended to use Rampart Ladino type white clover, SF 
Rossi red clover and SF Punter chicory. These can either be sown 
with the ryegrass and leafy turnip in autumn, or mulch planted 
in late winter/early spring when moisture or irrigation permits.

Grazing
Rotational grazing is best to maximise leaf area which will 
maximise feed quality. This is best grazed at the 4.5 leaf stage 
to ensure more leaf. Grazing earlier will have good quality but 
lower magnesium and calcium levels. Grazing later will result in 
more stem development.

Grazing should be monitored to ensure the high quality leaf 
is removed but stock should be moved before they are forced 
to eat down into the stems. It should be grazed to a residual of 
5-7cm.  
If the pasture becomes too stemmy, mechanically top the 
pasture back to this height to restore the high leaf content.

To get the best livestock performance from Acacia Plateau, 
maintaining a tight rotation length of 14-16 days will enable you 
to take advantage of its quality benefit over Whittet.

Acacia Plateau is a new, fast establishing forage kikuyu with improved cold tolerance and rapid lateral spreading ability. 
It was selected from plants growing at Acacia Plateau at the top of the Clarence River catchment close to the NSW/QLD 
border some 1000m above sea level.
This has led to a new variety with an ability to establish and grow under cooler temperatures, yet cover over rapidly. It also has 
higher feed quality, especially when maintained under tight grazing rotation length.

As an excellent seeder it can produce lower cost seed enabling growers to sow kikuyu at more successful higher sowing rates at a 
similar cost per hectare.



gazette

Trial data
A split paddock kikuyu trial was sown on 1.0ha in 
Murwillumbah in northern NSW in February 2014 (late 
summer).

The paddock was sprayed out and prepared for sowing in 
November 2013 (late spring), but summer rains were low 
with only 120mm over the 3 summer months in small rainfall 
events (15% of average for the period).

After 30mm in February and forecast follow-up, Acacia Plateau 
and Whittet kikuyu varieties were each sown at 5kg/ha by 
spreader mixed with sowing fertiliser. The paddock was rolled 
ahead of further forecast rain which did not eventuate.

As such the seed established well in the wheel tracks were 
greatest compaction occurred and to combat weeds,  
the area was oversown with 35kg/ha Speedyl tetraploid 
annual ryegrass, 1.5kg/ha SF Pacer leafy turnip and 1.5kg/ha  
SF Punter chicory 6 weeks later.

The pasture was grazed through the winter and dry spring 
which finished off the ryegrass growth, before good rains 
arrived in late November.

The paddock was then locked and rotationally grazed over a 
full 12 month period by dry dairy cows.

Over this period the paddock had 10 grazings with 
measurements taken both pre and post grazing. Kikuyu leaf 
samples from both sides were taken ahead of each warm 
season grazing period and sent to NSW Feed Testing Service 
for analysis.

A summary of the warm season production
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Acacia 
Plateau 14,816 111 52.80 22.60 11.54

Whittet 13,004 97 54.80 22.04 10.98

Acacia Plateau         Whittet
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Warm season feed quality
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Modeled Animal Performance

   Yield kg DM/ha WUE kgDM/
mm rainfall
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Warm 
season

 103  1,038  14,816  13,004  14.3 12.5

Cool 
season

 242  755  7,089  6,008  9.4  8.0

 Grazing  Acacia Plateau  Whittet

 12.12.14  124  110

 30.12.14  128  125

 25.1.15  131  107

 7.3.15  116  100

 29.3.15  62  54

 15.5.15  17  17

 4.7.15  49  33

 8.8.15  43  39

 12.10.15  14  14

 27.11.15  43  38

 12.12.15  124  110

Kikuyu pasture growth rates Using the yield and quality data from the trial, animal performance can be modeled 
using Seed Force’s patented Animal Performance Calculator®. Acacia Plateau has shown 
considerably better returns for the seed investment than Whittet for either beef or dairy 
producers.

Modeled Milk Benefits

unit Whittet Acacia Plateau Difference

Production kgDM/ha 13,004 14,816 + 1,812

Daily growth kgDM/day 97 111  + 14

NDF % 54.80 52.80 - 2.00

CP % 22.04 22.60  + 0.56

ME MJ/kgDM 10.98 11.54  + 0.56

Intake kg DM/ha 13.14 13.64  + 0.50

Intake MJ ME/ha 144 157  + 13.10

Milk l/cow/day 9.87 12.25  + 2.38

Grazing days days 742 815  + 73

Total Milk l/ha 7324 9981  + 2,657

Price $/l $0.50 $0.50

Income $/ha $3,662 $4,990 +$1,328

*based on 75% utilisation at $0.50 per litre milk from 600kg cows
*cool season production will be boosted by oversowing with ryegrass and herbs.

A lower NDF% for Acacia Plateau will allow greater feed intake by cows, each kilogram at an average 
0.56MJ greater ME level than Whittet. With the additional 1.8t DM/ha, this would deliver 2.38 more 
litres/cow per day for an increased return of $1,328/ha over the warm season grazing period alone.

Modeled Beef Benefits

  Whittet  Acacia Plateau  Difference

 Production  kgDM/ha  19,012  21,905  2,893

 daily growth  kgDM/day  52  60  8

 NDF  %  54.80  52.80  -2.00

 CP  %  22.04  22.60  0.56

 ME  MJ/kgDM  10.98  11.54  0.56

 Intake  kg DM/ha  6.57  6.82  0.25

 Intake  MJ ME/ha  72  79  6.55

 Liveweight gain  kg/hd/day  0.63  0.77  0.15

 Grazing days  days  2171  2410  239

 Total LWG  l/ha  1357  1857  500

 Price  $/kg lwg  $2.50  $2.50  

 Income  $/ha  $3,392  $4,643  $1,250

*based on 65% utilisation at $2.00/kg liveweight gain for average 300kg steers
*based on grazing kikuyu only - not oversown with ryegrass.

A lower NDF% for Acacia Plateau will allow greater feed intake by steers, each kilogram at an average 
0.56MJ greater ME level than Whittet. With the additional 1.8t DM/ha, this would deliver 0.15kg/hd 
greater daily growth for an increased return of $656/ha over the warm season grazing period alone.

Acacia Plateau 
kikuyu covers 
Murwillumbah 
dairy needs
Dairy producer Corey Crosthwaite 
has been happy with the rapid 
coverage of the new SF Acacia 
Plateau forage kikuyu on his 
“Tweedside” property on the banks 
of the Tweed River just outside 
Murwillumbah.

With dairy margins being 
squeezed in recent years, Corey 
has opted to set his farm up with a 
simple feeding system for his 200-
240 cow operation.

“Growing crops has been 
expensive when you take into 
account the time delays between 
start of preparation to start of 
grazing and then replanting,” said 
Corey.

“We have opted to use the simple 
ki/rye grazing system but have 
modified it to increase the energy 
density of our feed. And the new 
Acacia Plateau kikuyu is providing 
two significant benefits to the 
system.

Firstly it is much more aggressive 
in its growth and coverage 
compared to Whittet and we have 
been able to plant it late summer/
early autumn and have it covered 
over by the spring.

Secondly Acacia Plateau has 
better quality than Whittet when 
managed on a tight rotation – we 
graze it every 12-14 days and 
mechanically top every second 
grazing and follow with fertiliser. 
We apply Greentop K over the 
cool season and Gran Am over the 
warm, wet season.


